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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF

HIDDEN WATERS NATURE PARK
 

Hidden Waters Nature Park was conceived in 1998 when Dan and Zoann Beckner purchased three
acres of land located in the heart of Marshfield. The acreage was subdivided for a housing

development. They saw great potential in all the springs that were located on the property and
they wanted them to be left undisturbed.

 
The history of the park must include the tornado that occurred in 1880. There was great damage
and loss of life. Some of the lore that occurred after the tornado was that the storm caused the
springs to rise to the surface. In all likelihood the storm blew all the vines and debris away that

covered the springs and they were no longer hidden. The springs have now been professionally
mapped. Fourteen separate springs are included on the original three acres. Some flow only in
times of wet weather and others have continuous heavy flow even in times of dry weather. The
constant flow of spring water supplies the headwaters of the West Fork of the Niangua River

which continues on by way of other rivers to the Gulf of Mexico.
 

The Beckners started development of the three original acres which included adding a trail,
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building three bridges for crossing the streams and three of the natural ponds were enlarged. The
idea of a park evolved very naturally. With the help of Jack Watters, a city alderman who realized
the potential of a nature park, the city was persuaded to establish the park. A rental agreement
between the Beckners and the city was arranged. The rental cost to the city would be one dollar

per year. The lease was signed in March, 2003 and the park was created.
 

The first addition to the original property was undertaken in 2005. The two and one half acres
extended a corridor from the existing property to Historic Route 66 where a new entrance was

constructed. A generous contribution from Anita Hunter and others made it possible to cover the
cost of the property entirely with private funds. A grant from the Webster Electric

Foundation covered the cost of building the new entrance and parking lot. A paved trail that
encircles the addition was funded by a federal government grant.

 
An additional acre was added in 2008. The cost was again raised through private gifting. Jack
and Etta Jean Watters were the major donors for this addition. It now contains a pergola which
provides an environment for contemplation and meditation. A half-acre was added in 2009. This

small piece of land was needed to make a better connection between the original property and the
Hunter Addition. 

 
Another event in 2009 saw the relocation and reconstruction of the Callaway Cabin.

One of the oldest structures in Webster County, built in 1853, was saved from total deterioration
when it was moved log by log from its original location, four miles east of Marshfield to the Hunter

Addition in the park. It survived a tornado and some threat from the civil war. The moving and
restoration project took most of the year. Volunteer help was greatly utilized. The funding came

from numerous sources including Callaway family members, the Historical Society and the
Webster Electric Foundation. Presently, the cabin is quite a tourist attraction. Thousands of

photographs are taken annually. Concerts, weddings and other special events are held at the
cabin.

 
A dedication ceremony was held at the cabin in July 2010. Callaway family members from the

east coast to Colorado were present to help celebrate the preservation. Also present were eight
committee members of the Callaway Cabin Restoration Committee. Two committee members who

were instrumental in putting the project together were Callaway family members, Garland
Callaway and Don Rost.

 
In October, 2010 the Friends of Hidden Waters Inc. not for profit organization was established.
 This organization oversees the development, management, fund raising etc. of the park. Eight

board members work closely to make decisions that can be referred to the city and insure proper
growth of the park. A third event of 2010 should be noted. The Beckners donated the original

portion of the park to the city.  
The fourth addition was made to the park acreage in 2012. The two and one half acres of

adjoining land were given by John and Sheila VanDiggelen to the not for profit organization. The
prominent feature of the land is an imposing bluff that can be seen from Massey Street. Although
it is now quite visible it was once totally hidden by vines, scrub trees etc. The undesirable growth

was removed to reveal an impressive sandstone bluff. The Hidden Bluff addition is heavily
forested and has many sandstone boulders scattered throughout. These features are now

accessible by means of a system of trails.
 

All of the previously mentioned land that has been assembled presents a great combination of
features rarely found in the center of an urban area. The geological and water features are

enhanced by at least twenty different varieties of native Missouri trees. Wild flowers are abundant
as well as introduced non-native flowers that complement the setting. Lib Sims has spent

thousands of volunteer hours developing and caring for a shade garden.
 

Bird watchers are always busy identifying many varieties of native Missouri birds including an
occasional waterfowl. Aquatic animals are plentiful and land animals such as ground hogs,

rabbits, squirrels, foxes, turtles and an occasional deer continue to inhabit the park.
 

An investment for the future was made by the Friends of Hidden Waters Inc. A residence which
adjoins the park property at the entrance and has frontage on Historic Route 66 was purchased in
June, 2016. This will most likely be the last addition to the park and brings the land area to a total

of ten acres. The house is being rented and the rental income is making the twenty year loan
payments. It is hoped that a surprise benefactor will come along and donate the balance of the



loan. Upon completion of the loan payment the house will be remodeled and serve as a welcome
center. It will have much needed rest room facilities, meeting rooms for clubs and organizations,

a classroom for nature study, a dressing room for weddings and other possibilities.

February
2024

Join us for the 12th Annual McTJ Night to help raise money for
Ronald McDonald House Charities of the Ozarks and the Share a Heart
campaign! TJ’s goal this year is to raise $10,000, and you can help by
simply enjoying your McDonald’s favorites in our lobby or drive-thru!

Marshfield McDonalds
1323 Spur Dr, Marshfield, MO
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Ruth's Flowers and Gifts has been proudly serving the Marshfield area for 60 years. Our
family has owned and proudly carried on the tradition for the last 36 years. We are
committed to offering only the finest floral arrangements and gifts, backed by service that
is friendly and prompt. Because all of our customers are important, our professional staff is
dedicated to making your experience a pleasant one. That is why we always go the extra
mile to make your floral gift perfect. Be sure to Like our Ruth’s Flowers and Gifts
Facebook page to see our extensive Gifts, Boutique and Home Decor.

​Congratulations
Advanced Car Care Center
on being recognized as an
Elite Member in the Ford

Motorcraft Service Network for
2024!
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After presenting to the Rogersville Chamber last year, talking about services provided by the
Health Unit, we received a call from Linda Collins, manager at Bills Quick Mart, asking us to
provide Narcan training for her staff. At the conclusion of the half hour training, each employee
received two doses of the lifesaving drug, with additional doses left for the store.
 
On Friday, January 26th, store employees recognized that a passenger of a car in their parking
lot might be experiencing an opioid overdose. Store staff called 9-1-1 and then administered
Narcan, successfully reversing the overdose. By the time that emergency crews arrived, the
patient was breathing on their own.
 
Narcan is a safe drug for anyone to administer and, according to the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) “ There are no absolute contraindications to the use of naloxone in an emergency.” Narcan
is available widely across the state, at no cost. In Webster County, the Webster County Health
Unit has it available both in the office and our mobile unit. There is no requirement for training,
but the Health Unit does offer it for businesses, groups, or individuals who are interested. And
there is no cost for this training or the Narcan.
 
More information may be obtained by calling the Health Unit at 417-859-2532 or going
to https://www.nomodeaths.org/where-to-get-naloxone.
 
We’d be more than happy to provide this same no-cost training for any business in Webster
County.

Thank you SO much for your continued support of the
Marshfield Area Chamber of Commerce!

Classic Members
Zimmerman Meats

Marshfield Assembly of God
Webster County Historical Society & Museum

Ruth's Flowers & Gift
S&D Farms

Day Funeral Home
Holiday Inn Express/Milan Inc
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Hurricane Bay Carwash
L&S Construction & Developing Inc

Gault & Co Realty
CR Realty

Southern Bank
​Marshfield Fire Protection District
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